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First Sunday in Advent

Please observe a prayerful silence before the service.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The liturgy provided here is from the ACNA Book of Common Prayer 2019.

CALL TO WORSHIP

I Love to Tell the Story

I'love to tell the story of unseen things above,

of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love.

I'love to tell the story because I know ‘tis true. It satisfies my longings as nothing else
can do.

Refrain: 1 love to tell the story!
“Twill be my theme in glory to tell the old,
old story of Jesus and His love.

I love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat

what seems each time I tell it more wonderfully sweet.

I love to tell the story for some have never heard

the message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. (Refrain)

I'love to tell the story, for those who know it best

seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song,
‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. (Refrain)

words: A. Catherine Hankey
music: Hankey, William G. Fischer

LIGHTING OF ADVENT 1 CANDLE The Groothuis Family



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

1. Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free
From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee
Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart

2. Born Thy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a King
Born to reign in us forever
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne

Authors: Charles Wesley; Rowland Hugh Prichard;
Copyrights © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain

THE GREAT LITANY

To be said or sung, kneeling, standing, or in procession.

O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.



O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful,
Have mercy upon us.

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God,
Have mercy upon us.

Remember not, Lord Jesus, our offenses, nor the offenses of our forebears; neither
reward us according to our sins. Spare us, good Lord, spare your people, whom
you have redeemed with your most precious blood, and by your mercy preserve
us for ever.

Spare us, good Lord.

From all evil and wickedness; from sin, from the works and assaults of the devil;
from your wrath and everlasting condemnation,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all blindness of heart; from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred,
and malice; and from all lack of charity,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all disordered and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the
flesh, and the devil,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt
of your Word and commandments,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague,
pestilence, and famine,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder;
and from dying suddenly and unprepared,
Good Lord, deliver us.



By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your holy nativity and submission to
the Law; by your baptism, fasting, and temptation,
Good Lord, deliver us.

By your agony and bloody sweat; by your Cross and passion; by your precious
death and burial,
Good Lord, deliver us.

By your glorious resurrection and ascension; by the sending of the Holy Spirit; by
your heavenly intercession; and by your coming again in power and great glory,
Good Lord, deliver us.

In all times of tribulation; in all times of prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the
day of judgment,
Good Lord, deliver us.

We sinners beseech you to hear us, O Lord God: That it may please you to rule and
govern your holy Church universal in the right way,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To illumine all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, with true knowledge and
understanding of your Word; and that, both by their preaching and living, they
may show it accordingly,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To send forth laborers into your harvest; to prosper their work by your Holy Spirit;
to make your saving health known unto all nations; and to hasten the coming of
your kingdom,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To give all your people increase of grace to hear your Word with humility, to
receive it with pure affection, and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.



To bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To give us a heart to love and fear you, and diligently to keep your
commandments,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To bless and keep all your people,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please you to rule the hearts of your servant Donald, the President,
and all others in authority, that they may do justice, and show mercy, and walk
humbly before you,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To bless and guide all judges, giving them grace to execute justice, and to maintain
truth,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To bless and keep our armed forces by sea, and land, and air, and to shield them
in all dangers and adversities,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To bless and protect all who serve their communities by their labor and learning,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To give and preserve for us and for others the bountiful fruits of the earth, so that
at the harvest we all may enjoy them,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To make wars to cease in all the world, and to give to all nations unity, peace, and
concord,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.



That it may please you to show mercy on all prisoners and captives; refugees, the
homeless, and the hungry; and all those who are desolate and oppressed,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To preserve all who are in danger by reason of their work or travel,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To strengthen the bonds of those in Holy Matrimony; to uphold the widowed and
abandoned; and to comfort all whose homes are torn by strife,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To protect the unborn and their parents, and to preserve all women in childbirth;
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To care for those who have lost children or face infertility, and to provide for
young children and orphans,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To visit the lonely and those who grieve; to strengthen all who suffer in mind,
body, or spirit; and to comfort with your presence those who are failing and
infirm,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To support, help, and deliver all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To have mercy upon all people,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please you to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sin,
negligence, and ignorance; and to endue us with the grace of your Holy Spirit to
amend our lives according to your holy Word,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
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To strengthen those who stand; to encourage the faint-hearted; to raise up those
who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To grant to all the faithful departed eternal life and peace,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

To grant that, in the fellowship of all the saints, we may attain to your heavenly
kingdom,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

Son of God, we beseech you to hear us.
Son of God, we beseech you to hear us.

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant us your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



SONG OF EXPECTATION

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go. (Refrain)

words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)

COLLECT OF THE DAY

CELEBRANT The Lord be with you.
PEOPLE And with your spirit.
CELEBRANT Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.



THE LESSONS

A Reading from Isaiah 2:1-5 Pew Bible pg. 567

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2t shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
3 and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
50 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord. (ESV)

READER The Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE Thanks be to God.
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A responsive reading of Psalm 122 BCP pg. 441-442

1] was glad when they said unto me, *
“We will go into the house of the Lord.”
2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity in itself.
4For there the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord, *
as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks unto the Name
of the Lord.
5For there is the throne of judgment, *
even the throne of the house of David.
6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem; *
they shall prosper that love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *
and plenteousness within your palaces.
8 For my brethren and companions’ sakes, *
I will wish you prosperity.
9 Indeed, because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good.

A Reading from Romans 13:8-14 Pew Bible pg. 948

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. ° For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,
You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 1 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of
the law. 1 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The
night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light.
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13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 1 But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. (NLT)

READER The Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN

Amazing Grace

1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
was blind but now I see.

2. "Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3. The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

THE GOSPEL

DEACON The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
PEOPLE Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 24:29-44 Pew Bible pg. 830

2 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers
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of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

32“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these
things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly, I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 3> Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but the Father only. % For as were the days of Noah, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered
the ark, 3 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one
will be taken and one left. ¥ Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be
taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. 4 Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (ESV)

DEACON The Gospel of the Lord.
PEOPLE Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn continues

4. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
"tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
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5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’d first begun.

words: John Newton (1725-1807), alt.; st. 5 from A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790;
compiled by Richard Broaddus and Andrew Broaddus

music: New Britain, from Virginia Harmony, 1831;

adapt. att. Edwin Othello Excell (1851-1921);

harm. Austin Cole Lovelace (b. 1919; © 1974 Abingdon Press. Used by perm.
OnelLicense.net A-715568

SERMON CANON KEITH ALLEN

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying “hear our prayer” following each
petition read aloud.

LITANIST Lord, in your mercy,
PEOPLE hear our prayer.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution over the People

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE PEACE

CELEBRANT The peace of the Lord be always with you.
PEOPLE And with your spirit.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE MINISTRY OF THE SACRAMENT

OFFERTORY Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent Gustav Holst

Doxology (Old Hundredth)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below.

Praise him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRANT All things come from you, O Lord,

PEOPLE And of your own have we given you.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

CELEBRANT The Lord be with you.

PEOPLE And with your spirit.

CELEBRANT Lift up your hearts.

PEOPLE We lift them up to the Lord.

CELEBRANT Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
PEOPLE It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son
to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life;
that when he shall come again in power and great glory to judge the world, we
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Celebrant and People sing

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might, (repeat)
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. (repeat)

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest (repeat).

The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when
we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In
obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet.
As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we might
come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this
is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you
drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this
holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us and we
in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we
shall see our Lord face to face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. Amen.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION
CELEBRANT Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
PEOPLE Therefore let us keep the feast.

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but
you are the same Lord whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us,
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his
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body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace.

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

COMMUNION MUSIC

1. Itis Well

Grander earth has quaked before,
moved by the sound of His voice.

Seas that are shaken and stirred

can be calmed and broken for my regard.

Refrain:  Through it all, through it all
my eyes are on You.
Through it all, through it all
it is well.
Through it all, through it all,
my eyes are on You,
it is well with me.
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Far be it from me to not believe,

even when my eyes can't see.

And this mountain that's in front of me

will be thrown into the midst of the sea. (Refrain)

So, let go my soul and trust in Him.

The waves and wind still know His Name. (repeat)
It is well with my soul. (repeat twice)

It is well. it is well with my soul.

song by Horatio Gates Spafford/Kristene DiMarco/Philip Paul Bliss
© 2013 Bethel Music Publishing
CCLI 3001024

2. Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

Refrain My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures
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The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine

But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine

Authors: Chris Tomlin; John Newton; Louie Giglio
Copyrights: © 2006 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

CELEBRANT Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of
the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now,
Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

In Christ Alone

1. In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
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this Cornerstone, this solid ground

firm thru’ the fiercest drought and storm.
What height of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all,

here in the love of Christ I stand.

. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,

fullness of God in helpless Babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones He came to save:
till on the cross as Jesus died,

the wrath of God was satisfied

for every sin on Him was laid:

here in the death of Christ I live.

. There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain:
then bursting forth in glorious day

up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory

sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,

for I am His and He is mine -

bought with the precious Blood of Christ.

. No guilt in life, no fear in death,

this is the power of Christ in me;
from life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from His hand;
till He returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I'll stand!

words: Keith Getty; music: Stuart Townend,

©2001 Thankyou Music (admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing); CCLI 3001024
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DISMISSAL

DEACON Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit.
PEOPLE Thanks be to God.
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NOTES
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